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Gamlingay United Under 15’s
by Louise Hickson

New players wanted
If you are interested in joining the under 15 team, please 
come and join our weekly training sessions at Gamlingay 
First School on Saturdays from 9.30am.or contact Dave 
Crowe on 01767 221 799



The Gazette needs help.
We need a new Treasurer, as Louise Hickson no longer has sufficient 
spare time to continue.

If you are able to assist, please ring Louise on 01767 650 349 for 
further details. Thank you

 

Gamlingay Players present 
“Living Together”
by Alan Ayckbourn

November 25th and 26th at 
the First School

Those people who came to see our 
production of “Table Manners” by Alan 
Ayckbourn back in March will no doubt 
remember that it is one of a trilogy of 
plays called “The Norman Conquests”.  
The three plays are all set over the same 
weekend, in the same house, with the 
same six characters.  But very cleverly, 
Ayckbourn has written the three plays 
so they each can be seen on their own 
without knowing what happens in the 
other two!   One of the three is set in the 
dining room of a large house (“Table 
Manners”), one is set in the living room 
(“Living Together”) and one in the 
garden (“Round and round the garden”). 
So, each play is self-contained, and they 
may be watched in any order. Some 
of the scenes overlap, and on several 
occasions a character’s exit from one 
play corresponds with an entrance in 
another.

The house belongs to an unseen but 

tyrannical invalid woman whose unat-
tached daughter, Annie, cares for her. 
On the Saturday evening, when the 
plays start, Annie’s brother Reg and 
his wife Sarah have just arrived to take 
over nursing duties so that Annie can go 
away for the weekend. Sarah assumes 
this has been arranged with ‘dim and 
dismal’ Tom, the local vet, who has 
been hanging around Annie for years.
 
In fact, the weekend, in the less than 
exciting hideaway East Grinstead, has 
been arranged with Norman, Annie’s 
brother-in-law, an assistant librarian 
who is prepared to chat up anybody. 
Sarah - bossy, impatient, interfering but 
ultimately very vulnerable - soon talks 
Annie out of that but isn’t persuasive 
enough to talk Tom into it. Norman, 
who has turned up expecting to take 
Annie away under the pretence of going 
to a librarians’ conference, is therefore 
at a loose end about the house and free 
to wreak havoc, which he does. 

We all enjoyed performing “Table 
Manners” so much, we have decided 
to do another of the trilogy.  “Living 
Together” is just as funny.  If you came 
to see “Table Manners” in March, 
please come again to see the same six 
characters in the living room!  If you 
didn’t come to “Table Manners”, it 
doesn’t matter – you will still enjoy 
“Living Together”.
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George

Dear Readers,

The recently released film, Melancholia, deals with one woman’s sense of depression and her struggle to find meaning in her 
life. She is melancholic but the twist is that her own sense of doom will have a devastating effect on the whole planet; in some 
strange way her own melancholy is bringing a distant planet closer to earth. The planet is itself called ‘Melancholia’ and it will 
collide with earth destroying everything. I haven’t seen the film yet but one reviewer suggested that the film is a metaphor for 
how depression is a shattering experience for someone; it can feel like the whole world crashing in on them. In a very literal 
sense this is what the film is about.

The period before Christmas has a melancholy feel about it. November begins with All Souls’ Day (Wednesday 2nd) and then 
Remembrance Sunday (13th), both concerned with death and dying and both heavy with sorrow.  This time of year might have 
an air of despondency about it. With the evenings getting darker and colder we might get lost in a sense of gloom. But the 
observance of these two dates help us to recognise our own mortality; All Souls’ is concerned with cherishing the memory of 
those we have loved but no longer see; Remembrance is a time to recall the loss of lives during World War I and many times 
since then through wars waged in the name of politics, power and economics. 

I think that the ‘season of remembrance’ offers more than a time to remember past lives, it also helps us to fully appreciate 
the sanctity of all life, past, present and future. The end of the world is a depressing concept, as the film Melancholia seems 
to suggest; the wilful destruction of humanity through war brings us ever closer to an ‘end-time’.  As written in the words of 
Psalm 103, ‘our days are like the grass, we flourish as a flower of the field, when the wind goes over it, it is gone.’  In other 
words, life is short. My response is why would we choose to make it painfully shorter by killing each other? The psalm goes on 
‘but the merciful goodness of God goes on for ever’. May we take comfort in that as we remember loved ones this November.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Services in the Benefice November 2011

Weds 
2nd

All Souls’ Day 9.30am and 
7.30pm

Service to Remember those who 
have died

G

6th 3rd before Advent 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday Service and 

Baptism
G

6pm Evensong E

13th Remembrance 
Sunday

8am Holy Communion G

10.45am Remembrance service beginning 
at War Memorial, then at 
St Mary’s Church

G 

10.45am Remembrance Service E

20th Christ the King 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Special Service to Celebrate 400 

years of Bible in English 
E

27th Advent Sunday 8am Hatley H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Advent Carols Service G



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services

Every Sunday morning 10:45am
(with Sunday club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on 
the first Sunday of each month.

All age Family service 10.45 last 
Sunday of each month (30th October, 
27th November)

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am 
(half way through service)

‘High Five’ – Messy Church for 
children (5 to 9 years)
Last Saturday of each month (26th 
November) at 2:00pm. until 4:00pm.

Jesus is Light Party – a fun alternative 
to Hallowe’en on Monday 31st October 
(in the Large Hall)
5:00pm until 7:00pm 
(Contact Rev. James Gilbert for details)

Weekday Meetings

House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am
Thursdays 7:45pm
(Venue as announced)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm every Monday for prayer, 
all are welcome.

‘Women in Partnership’
Tues 8th November (contact details 
above)

Women’s Prayer Breakfast
An inspirational time of sharing, prayer 
and breakfast together
Saturday 19th November 8:00am.

Coffee Morning
Thursday 24th November (in aid of Sinai Orphanage, Madras. Sinai orphanage takes 
in street children and aims to give them an education and good start in life.

Remembrance Sunday 13th November
War Memorial - 10:45am
Joint service at St.Mary’s  - 11:10am

The Alpha course is an informal evening set around a meal for those who want to find 
out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited!
Please contact James, our minister for details of the next course.

Dear Friends,

Traditionally 1st November has been known as ‘All Saints Day’ – a celebration of the 
lives of the Saints of old, a celebration of all that is good. 

We often think, quite mistakenly of saints as being ‘super-Christians’ – a class of 
holy people who are beyond flesh and blood. In actual fact, according to the Bible, 
a saint is no such thing – whilst the word does mean ‘holy ones’, it is used to talk 
about average common or garden Christians. It is addressed to the ordinary members 
of church congregations (Philippians 1:1), people who are very much flesh and 
blood, with real life problems and character flaws. These are not the finished super-
holy plaster saints we think of when we look at stained glass windows, rather they 
are very human ‘works in progress’. 

As far as the Bible is concerned, all genuine Christians are ‘saints’ in this sense. 
A Christian, by definition, is a weak, fallen, flawed human being, as imperfect as 
anyone else, but one who has recognised their imperfection and accepted Jesus’ 
great offer: that ‘God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 
whosoever believes (trusts, relies, commits oneself) on Him shall not perish but have 
eternal life’ (John3:16). The Bible tells us that for everyone who accepts this offer, 
God does not count their sin against them – because Jesus died in their place, in 
God’s sight they are made holy, saints, “His works in progress”. A saint is someone 
who God makes holy – nothing to do with their own inherent goodness, something 
available to everyone who will come to Jesus.

Being a saint has its privileges – having a pre-paid (by Jesus) place in heaven, being 
loved of God and enjoying His protection and provision in this life. Being a saint is 
a gift of God, something worth celebrating and something available to you. Why not 
take Him up on his offer?

Very Best Wishes,
James.  



 Christmas Decorations                      Massage
 

LADIES
PAMPER & SHOPPING 

EVENING
Jewellery      Clairvoyants

Friday 18th November 2011
7.30pm  – 10.00pm

Gamlingay Village College
Nails       Bar

Indulge in a relaxing therapy or start some Christmas shopping 
with a large selection of over 20 craft and gift stalls

Books
Phoenix           Tarot 
 Cards   Make up & Perfume           Cards

  Hand Crafted    …and much more          Raffle
       Gifts

Look for ticket information in next months edition & posters
This event is organised by Sunshine Pre-school www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org Charity Number 1031944

NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRE-SCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com 
Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

Gamlingay W.I. Tuesday 20th September 2011
by Gill Spaul

Business included both local and national issues, outings and 
activities, catering for all tastes, then …

“Ayo Gurkhali!” – (The Gurkhas are here!) Major Michael Thorpe, 
of The Gurkha Welfare Trust, gave a thought-provoking talk, aided by slides, 
describing the support given to Gurkhas and their families, both in the UK and 
Nepal: his involvement began in 1957, the last 20 plus years specifically with the 
GWT. Some gruesome-looking knives were passed round and silence fell when the 
Major indicated he might use them if there was any chatting in the ranks! Nepal is 
one of the poorest countries in the world, and 180 Gurkhas are recruited annually, 
from 17,000 who apply. During WWI, 100,000 Gurkhas were enlisted, 112,000 
during WWII. The aims of the GWT are to relieve poverty and distress among 
ex-servicemen of the British Crown and their dependants. The Prince of Wales 
is Patron, and Joanna Lumley one of three vice-presidents. Plenty of discussion 
followed Major Thorpe’s talk.



South Cambridgeshire District Council
Disability Forum

In late 2009, SCDC carried out a tenants survey. Results showed a high level of 
disability reported by residents in our homes. Because of this, SCDC decided to set 
up a Disability Forum.
Our Disability Forum aims to involve any tenants or leaseholders of SCDC that 
are interested in helping to improve the quality of life for people with disability or 
members of their household who are disabled.
The forum is a way of harnessing your thoughts, experience, enthusiasm and ideas 
to help improve our awareness of the issues you face, and modify our services 
accordingly.
The forum intends to:

Represent all our residents and members of their household who consider themselves 
to be disabled
Act on behalf of tenants in relation to housing policy, to participate and consult 
disabled tenants
Promote the rights and needs of people with disabilities in the planning of new 
homes and in the maintenance or improvement of existing properties
Promote a greater awareness and focus on the interests of people with disabilities in 
relation to our decision-making
Promote and encourage recreational and social activities involving people with 
disabilities and their families
Act as representatives of the wider community and lobby the service providers and 
policy makers on issues of community interest 
If you are an SCDC tenant or leaseholder, carer or service provider, and would like 
to get involved, please contact:
The Chair, Chris Maitland at chris.chairSCDCDF@live.co.uk – mobile 07870 372 
290 Or: SCDC’s Resident Involvement Officer Gill Anderton on 01954 713377 or 
gill.anderton@scambs.gov.uk 

NEWS FROM GAMLINGAY LIBRARY
 
Many thanks to all Library Users and Residents of the Village who took the time 
and trouble to vote for Gamlingay Community Library in the Co-operative Big 
Community Vote to try and win £2000.   Unfortunately, on this occasion, we were 
unsuccessful, coming joint second with another organisation.  However, all your 
help and support is appreciated - we secured 22% of the votes, and the winning entry 
secured 26% - so it was a close run thing.
 
On another note, it is with sadness that I write to let you all know that at the 
beginning of November I will be leaving the Library.  Thank you to you all who 
have made my job so enjoyable - especially to the Volunteers that help run the 
library and our regular Library Users.  Gamlingay has a very special group of people 
who volunteer and look after the library sessions, and they have helped my two 
years at the library run so smoothly.  I wish you all every success with your move 
to the Hub in the New Year.  It is still business as usual at the Library though, and if 
you need any items ordering in, information or to join the library, the Volunteers will 
be pleased to assist you.
 
Once the Library moves to the Hub, extra volunteers will be required to help 
run the additional sessions.  Please contact the Parish Clerks on 
01767 650310 or pop in to the library if you would be interested in 
Volunteering.  Also, there will be the opportunity to apply for the 
position of Library Manager.  Again, please contact the Parish Clerks 
or look out for the advert.



Police updates

by Carly Freed
I attended The Gamlingay Village Show on Saturday 17th September 2011. It was 
a great day and I’m glad the weather held out! I met with Roderick Starksfield 
who was advertising Speed Watch for the village which is fantastic news and 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary fully support it.  I also met with Brycchan Carey with 
regards to GEAG  (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) which has various 
environmental, activities and campaigns.  If you have any events/fetes coming up in 
your village please let me know!
To report fly tipping call: 03450 450 500, this is the South Cambs District Council 
agency. 
A number of burglaries had occurred in the month of September in Hatley 
Gamlingay and Little Gransden, If anyone has any information regarding these 
please call us on 0345 456 456 4.
There have also been reports of theft from vehicles in Croydon and Gamlingay. 
Please do not leave anything on display in your car, take all valuables with you or 
lock them away securely and out of sight. Ensure all windows and doors are locked 
when leaving your vehicle and arrange to etch your car’s registration number or VIN 
number on to all glass services.
Halloween will be fast approaching and Cambridgeshire Constabulary will be 
supplying posters for shops and vulnerable and elderly persons who do not wish to 
have trick or treaters at their homes.

As Bonfire night approaches we’d like to remind people we will not tolerate the 
misuse of fireworks in the days before and after November 5.
We would like to avoid any incidents of anti-social behaviour and those offenders 
could face an on-the-spot fine of £80.
We have the power to stop and search anyone we think may be in unlawful 
possession of fireworks.
Remember:
*It is an offence for anyone under 18 to buy fireworks, or to sell fireworks to them.
*It is an offence for anyone under 18 to be in possession of a firework in a public 
place.
*It is an offence to throw a firework in, or into, a street or public place.
*Retailers have to be licensed to sell fireworks.
*There are curfews as to when fireworks may be used. This is normally between 
11pm and 7am, although this is extended on November 5.
We will be carrying out extra high visibility patrols to enforce legislation governing 
the use of fireworks.

The next Gamlingay Panel Meeting will be 20th October 2011 at Gamlingay Village 
College, starting at 7.30pm.



letters

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FORWARD GAMLINGAY!

8PM, WEDNESDAY 2nd NOVEMBER 2011
THE OLD CHAPEL, GREEN END

ALL WELCOME!
Forward Gamlingay is a charity dedicated to expanding Sport, Youth, Education 

and Leisure Facilities in the village.  Our projects include the Skatepark; the Youth 
Café, Youth Club and Gamlingay Record Label and we will soon be taking on new 

projects to develop more leisure spaces for the village.

We are a small friendly committee of volunteers who live in Gamlingay and we 
would love to welcome some new members to join us.  If you would like to find 

out more, just come along to the AGM to say hello and see if it might be fun to get 
involved!

Gamlingay Redeemed

Last month I wrote about the loss of an apple box that had contained free apples.   
I am delighted to say that the box had been put into safe storage by a friend who 
knew we were away for a few days.   So all my evil thoughts were unjustified and 
Gamlingay retains (indeed has confirmed) its reputation for being a really nice place 
in which to live. 

Philip Gorton



Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Dawson

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

September’s meeting 
was lively and busy, 
as usual!

1. Introductions

We had a new member this 
month, so we all introduced 
ourselves.  

2. Review of Targets

Some of us set ourselves 
extra tasks to serve as 
added motivation, and we’ve 
been doing everything from 
overhauling novels to sending 
entries to competitions to 
transforming a blog into a 
novel.  Well done, everyone!

3. Competition News

Our competition in conjunction 
with Letchworth Writers’ Group 
is now closed, and the Chair is 
collating the entries ready to 

send them to the Letchworth 
Group for judging.

The Gamlingay group has now 
finished judging their entries 
and the Chair is hoping to 
collate all the marks from the 
different judges to provide 
them with their results.

4. Other News

Booklet Project – The 
Chair is currently collating 
all submissions to get an 
overall word count, and a firm 
quotation will then be obtained 
for agreement.

Speaker – Christine Adams 
came to talk to us, and we were 
treated to an entertaining and 
thought-provoking evening.  
Attendance was good, so the 
Chair will now try to arrange 
another speaker for a few 
months’ time.

5. 
Discussion 
of Work

This month, the stories were 
on the topic of ‘jobsworth’ or 
‘wordsworth’.  It was pleasing 
to see several attempts on each 
theme.  We had a wide variety 
of genres this month, from 
poems to chapters of novels, 
and it was also satisfying to 
hear how one or two jobsworths 
got their just deserts.  

6. Aims for the coming 
month

The topic for 4th October 2011 
is ‘The Colour Blue.  Lots of 
things are blue...the sky, the 
sea, or even language!  Or is it 
a mood that’s blue, or music?  
Flood your writing with this 
colour!’  The title is open to 
interpretation, so please use 



it in whatever way suits your 
purpose.

However, if anyone is working 
on something not connected 
with the theme, as ever, they 
are welcome to submit that 
instead.  There are one or 
two novelists who might want 
to send us a chapter of their 
current project.  Poems are fine 
too, or scripts, or any other 
literary form.

7. Joining the Group

If anyone wants to join 
us, they would be more 
than welcome.  We cater 
for all standards of writer 
from complete beginners 
to published novelists.  
Contact Tracey Dawson on 
01767 654830 for details, 
or see our website – www.
gamlingaywriters.org.uk.

2012 Village Calendar
Featuring village people

Ideal gift for Christmas
Spot your friends and relatives!

£4.99 available directly from Chris Martin on 652 832 or
The Crafty Cupcake and The Cock Inn

Father Christmas Grotto
10th December 2011

1pm to 4pm
Children’s Montessori Nursery (next to Wales)

Come to the Winter Grotto and see Father Christmas

Each child will receive a gift

Photography welcome

Refreshments available

Tickets:£5.00 from Children’s Montessori or 
call 0771 482 1940

Entrance for ticket holders only, which are available until 
1st December



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Soup lunches
Soup Lunches will be held in St. Mary’s Church 
Hall at 1.00 pm on the following date:

 
Wednesday 23rd November

The meal will consist of home-made soup and 
bread, a simple pudding and tea/coffee.

Cost : £4.            Time : 1:00 p.m.

ALL WELCOME!



The Crafty Cupcake are proud to announce 
the first ever ‘best dressed Christmas front 

door’ competition!!!
 

The rules are simple! Decorate your front door 
with seasonal foliage, fairy lights, lanterns, 
anything goes!! The competition is free to join, 
however your front door will not be judged 
unless you have registered your address at The 
Crafty Cupcake. 

Judging will take place on Saturday 17th 
December and announced in March’s Gazette 
and on the door of the Crafty Cupcake. The 
winner will receive a seasonal hamper full to 
the brim with goodies courtesy of The Crafty 
Cupcake! 

If you are unsure where to start with your decorating why not join in 
our wreath making event on November 29th? 

More details again from The Crafty Cupcake or call Fay on 
07791145744



Wrap-around childcare in Gamlingay - A questionnaire to assess 
families needs

Sunshine Pre-school (Gamlingay) are investigating whether there is a demand for wrap-around childcare by families living in 
Gamlingay and surrounding villages, with a view to providing such childcare in the form of a breakfast club and after school 
club. Below is a questionnaire designed to assess this demand and we would be very grateful if each family could complete 
the questionnaire and return it to either Gamlingay First School, Gamlingay Village College or Sunshine Pre-school (WI Hall, 
Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3EH)  by Friday 11th November 2011.  
If you have more than one child and have received more than one copy of this questionnaire, please just complete one per family. 
You can download copies of the questionnaire at www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org.
If you have any questions regarding the questionnaire please email sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com.

Yes No

Current
childcare

arrangements

Do you have school aged children in your household?  
If yes what ages are they?

Do you use childcare for these children at the moment?
If yes, who provides this care: please tick all that apply       

        Childminder            ASC                   Friends/Family               other

If no, is this because:

            No need for childcare                       Use family/friends

            Too expensive                                  Unsuccessful in finding childcare

After school 
Places

Would you like an after school club place for your child at present?

          No           Yes Immediately               Yes in the future?

 If so when?

How many days a week do you think you would use the after school club?      
           1                   2                   3                  4                5  

If possible please tell us which days you would use the after school club?

           Monday          Tuesday    Wednesday          Thursday           Friday

What time would you use the club until?

           4.00pm            4.30pm            5.00pm           5.30pm           6.00pm

Breakfast
club

Would you like a breakfast club place for your child at present?

          No            Yes Immediately                Yes in the future?

If so when?

How many days a week do you think you would use the breakfast club?      
           1                    2                  3                  4                5  

If possible please tell us which days you would use the breakfast club?

           Monday         Tuesday   Wednesday           Thursday           Friday

What time would you use the club from?

           7.30am             8.00am          8.30am

Cost of 
childcare

How much would you be willing to pay, per hour, for the club?

         £3.00            £3.50              £4.00              £4.50             £5.00 or more

If you are working you may be able to use tax credits to help pay 
towards the cost of childcare.

Yes No

Tax Credits Would you like more information about tax credits?



Christmas Tree Festival 
10th and 11th December 2011

11am until 4pm Saturday & Sunday
St Mary the Virgin, Gamlingay

Theme:  Christmas Songs and Carols
Admission: 

Adults £2.50, Children Free
Vote for your favourite tree

Musical entertainment throughout both days
Refreshments available: 

Tea, coffee, cakes, hot dogs and more
To enter a tree call Anne Clarke on 651932 to reserve a space 

 no charge for entering a tree –prize for the most popular

LOCAL MUSICIAN BRIDGES GAP IN MUSIC PROVISION 
Huge range of music classes on offer in new studio on Sandy High Street

In April 2011, Central Bedfordshire Council announced it would be cutting all of its funding for Bedfordshire Music 
Service, as part of a £12m programme of cuts in its 2011-12 budget. This meant many parents were facing up to a 
69% increase in music lesson fees, whilst the provision of other music services was severely under threat. Central 
Beds is now operating on a cost neutral basis.  

One local musician, Andy Maycock, of The Music Room, Sandy High Street decided to take matters into his own 
hands and, using his shop as a base, is providing competitively priced music tuition for both children and adults in a 
range of disciplines.  The Music Room’s new premises comes complete with a studio, and it is here that Andy and a 
host of professionally qualified musicians are providing music lessons for adults, children, infants and toddlers!  
Helped by primary specialists and other qualified musicians, Andy has devised ‘Maisey and Mo’ to be led by Vicky 
Hunt, which are group classes for infants and toddlers designed to foster an early love of music, aiding their personal 
development. 

Tuition is offered in a huge range of disciplines, including: beginner violin, flute and clarinet; piano and keyboard; 
classical and electric guitar; music theory and aural awareness; introduction to sound recording; and the list goes on.   
In conclusion, Andy says, ‘The Music Room has decided to offer instrumental tuition, theory lessons and the new 
Maisey and Mo classes in direct response to customer demand, following the large increase in tuition fees from 
Central Beds council.  I’ve been inundated with requests to ‘do something’, and I’m happy to oblige!’  
 
For full course details, visit http://www.the-musicroom-sandy.co.uk/ or contact The Music Room on 01767 691169.



Next Meeting – 

GEAG will meet next on the 
16th November at 20:00 to 
21:30 in the Old Methodist 
Chapel, Green End, 
Gamlingay (in the grounds 
of the First School). More 
details on right.

Admission Free -
 All Welcome  

Thermal Camera Surveys
We may be able to loan 

or hire a thermal camera 
for carrying out infra-red 

imaging surveys to identify 
where heat is being lost 
from a property. If you 

would like to be involved 
drop us a line.

Contact GEAG
For more information, 
contact the GEAG co-

ordinator Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.

01767 651155
contact@geag.org.uk

www.geag.org.uk

SUSTAINABLE PARISH 
ENERGY PROJECT

On the 16th November we will be 
welcoming Siobhan Mellon, the Parish 
Energy Project Officer for South 
Cambridgeshire District Council part of 
the Sustainable Parish Energy Project 
(SPEP) team. She will be leading a 
discussion on how the Parish and 
District councils can work together 
with local groups and individuals to 
ensure a sustainable future for local 
communities. This will be an informal 
but ‘hands on’ discussion where we 
can really get to grips with some 
practical solutions for GEAG and 
Gamlingay. 

Even if you’ve not been involved 
with GEAG before this is a 
perfect opportunity to learn what 
can be done to make positive 
improvements to protect our 
environment – and to give your own 
suggestions. 

And talking of SPEP: -

We are still taking applications to be 
the next SPEP representative for the 
village

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Friendship Coffee Morning
Thursday 3rd November
Philippa Smalls
Green End

If you need a lift, 
please contact Gerry 
Brunt on 
01767 650 693



Biggleswade 
Sandy Lions 

Club
A member of Lions International, the 

largest voluntary service organisation in 
the world.

SOME LIKE IT HOT

The first Sue Ryder home opened 
in Suffolk in 1953 and we are 
lucky to have one near us at St 
John’s, Moggerhanger, providing 
expert and compassionate care 
for Bedford and the surrounding 
area.  Relief is provided for 
illnesses such as cancer, heart, 
lung and liver diseases, MS and 
end of life illnesses for patients 
18 years and over.  Support is 
also there for their families.  
This costs money, far far more 
than that provided by statutory 
authorities, so they rely heavily 
on donations and on outside 
funding.

A member of Biggleswade 
Sandy Lions, Jeanette Taylor, 
is setting off on 28th October 
on a 100Km Sahara Trek from 
M’hamid, a village in the Zagora 
region of Morocco on the edge 
of the desert.  They will trek 
over sand dunes and salt flats 
for 6 – 7 hours each day to reach 
Marrakech in temperatures up 
to 40 degrees C, spending the 
nights in tents or under the stars!  

The journey by car would only 
take 7 – 8 hours!  Marrakech 
is the second largest city in 
Morocco near the foothills of the 
snowcapped Atlas Mountains 
and the trek ends there on 6th 
November, where the party of 
21 will enjoy some well earned 
sightseeing.

Biggleswade Sandy Lions are 
supporting Jeanette and are 
seeking your support please.  You 
can sponsor her by calling 01767 
680 943 or email b_m_taylor@
yahoo.com  Please support 
Jeanette and St Johns.

Nearer home and in cooler 
climes, Biggleswade Sandy 
Lions are holding their annual 
Christmas Charity Dance at the 
Weatherly Centre, Biggleswade 
on 10th December, starting at 
8pm.  Dancing will be to the ever 
popular ‘Rhythm and Rhapsody’ 
and there will be the traditional 
tombola.  Tickets are £13 each 
and include a plated supper.  
Tickets can be obtained from 
Judith Hagger 01462 814693 or 
Julie Bonfield on 07771735638.
 
Visit the Lions on www.
biggeswadesandylions.org.uk. Or 
call 0845 833 9749



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 19

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

 County Council and our Reward 
Grant
Last month we wrote about the County 
Council pinching cash from grants; and 
this month the impact of that is starting 
to be felt. Many residents in our villages 
do regular volunteer work, and make a 
huge difference to isolated people who 
need help in their day-to-day lives.  The 
Care Network helps to co-ordinate many 
of these efforts:  supporting community 
car schemes, luncheon clubs, mobile 
warden schemes, and so on.  Funding 
for the Care Network comes from 
government and is channelled through 
the County Council.  

 Whether you are on the giving or 
receiving end, you will know that 
these schemes are part of the fabric 
that holds our village communities 
together.  Of course, this is exactly 
what we are told the ‘Big Society’ is all 
about—something the County Council 
apparently supports. But, in an alarming 
twist, government funding earmarked for 
Care Network projects is being retained 
by the County Council for other projects  
This includes £49,500 for community car 
schemes—ironically, at a time when the 
County Council has made a 100% cut 
to bus subsidies and has suggested that 
community transport schemes should 

take up the slack.  Such contradictions 
are difficult to understand.

 The Care Network is not alone.  Other 
community projects watching their 
money diverted away by a crafty council 
include the Connections Youth Bus, 
which provides a mobile youth service 
across South Cambridgeshire villages 
and is ever more important following the 
County’s slashing of the youth services 
budget.

 Everyone knows that local authorities 
are looking for extra cash, but pocketing 
government grant funding intended for 
already-planned community projects is 
simply wrong.  What’s worse is that the 
Leader of South Cambs made little or no 
effort to retain over £500k for our benefit 
in South Cambs and simply lost his 
temper when questioned about it. 

What’s happening with the Buses?
The County Council has paid a heavy 
price for its cavalier decision last 
February to cut 100% of bus subsidies.   
No research had been conducted on 
people’s transport needs, and there was 
no plan in place for those who lack 
transport of their own and would end 
up stranded, though the council said it 
expected Community Transport to make 
up the difference.

 In May an application for Judicial 
Review was lodged against the Council 
on several grounds, including lack of 
consultation.  In July the Council’s bid 
for £5 million from the government‘s 
Local Sustainable Transport Fund was 
denied, specifically on the basis that the 
Council had gone too far in its cuts.  The 
government refused to fill in the gaps.  

 In order to make the Judicial Review 
go away, the Council has been forced to 
consult on residents’ transport needs—
something you or I might imagine the 
County would have done first. It is now 
doing so, though the consultation is 
being run primarily via the council’s 
website: http://www.cambridgeshire.
gov.uk/transport/around/buses/
busconsultation.htm.  Unfortunately the 
web version does not allow you to view 
the entire document before starting to 
respond. So not a lot better…..

South Cambs & Further Housing

Residents of Gamlingay, Haslingfield, 
Barrington and other Parishes may well 
have been alarmed to see headlines 
proclaiming 000s of houses to be built in 
their Parishes – and this is such a major 
issue that it deserves some background. 



continued from page 18
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South Cambs is reviewing the future 
provision of housing land which willwhich will 
be the subject of a public consultation 
next summer.  This has taken the form 
of a Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment Call for Sites whereby in 
June and July a general invitation was 
issued for landowners, developers, 
agents, organisations or the public to put 
to the Council sites that they would like 
to be considered for inclusion in the new 
plan. 
 The District has received a large 
number of sites suggested for housing 
development, many more than will 
be needed to add to our existing plans 
in order to provide for the growth 
of the local economy and to meet 
housing needs. A preliminary sifting 
of submissions has been undertaken 
to exclude those that do not meet the 
initial criteria set out in the Call for Sites 
material, in other words that the site is 
capable of being allocated for 10 or more 
dwellings and is at least 0.25 hectares; 
and that the site is located within or 
adjoining the development framework of 
a Rural Centre, Minor Rural Centre or 
Group Village OR is a strategic scale of 
development (e.g. an urban extension to 
Cambridge or a new settlement). The list 
of sites and an interactive map is on the 
website (www.scambs.gov.uk/ldf/shlaa)  

What happens next? 
Those sites that met the criteria will be 
formally assessed in accordance with 
the national guidance to determine their 
potential suitability, availability and 
achievability for housing development.  
The results will be published in the 
Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment (SHLAA) report and then 
reassessed against wider planning policy 
considerations.  From these assessments, 
the Council will identify the best 
site options to allocate for housing 
development.  Public consultation on the 
potential site options will form part of 
the Issues & Options consultation on the 
new South Cambridgeshire Local Plan, 
anticipated to take place in Summer 
2012.  And of course regardless of what 
the Council decides each successful 
site will also have to obtain planning 
permission. 

National Planning Policy
 Many of you will be aware of the 
government’s National Planning Policy 
Framework. This big shake-up of the 
planning laws would remove many 
years of protection of our landscapes 

from development, and replace it with a 
system in which, effectively, developers 
would be able to build what they like, 
where they like, when they like. The 
power of local communities to say no 
to development would essentially be 
removed. This proposal is likely to have 
a devastating effect on the environment, 
and for that reason it is being opposed 
by all the major environmental groups, 
including the National Trust, the CPRE, 
the Friends of the Earth, and the RSPB. 
It is essential that we all make our views 
heard on this matter. Please write to our 
MP Andrew Lansley explaining your 
concerns and asking him not to support 
these proposals. A useful guide to the 
proposals, and a model letter to your 
MP, can be found on the National Trust 
website at: http://bit.ly/ni97Is.

South Cambridgeshire Housing 
Repairs Service.
South Cambs has recently put the repairs 
service for its 6000 houses out to tender 
and to the dismay of some of us the 
tender was not awarded to our very 
successful in-house service.  The new 
provider is based outside of the county.  
There are concerns that our tenants are 
on the whole are very satisfied with 
the service they receive and the cost is 
highly competitive.  By going outside 
of the organisation we potentially lose 
some control both over the quality of 
service and over its costs.  Obviously we 
hope that this is a success for the sake of 
our residents but we shall be watching 
closely and will be very interested in any 
feedback from you. 

Affordable Rents
Since South Cambs was stopped 
from building council houses, the 
responsibility for providing social 
housing has rested with a number 
of housing associations.  They have 
been provided with grants from the 
government to allow them to do this.  
These grants are now being withdrawn 
and the government have a new plan 
to enable housing associations to keep 
on building.  They will be encouraged 
to charge rents much closer to those of 
private rented properties and in so doing 
will be able to borrow against their 
projected income from these rents and 
so keep on building.   To date people in 
housing association and South Cambs 
properties have been paying about 50% 
of commercial private rents.  Under this 
new scheme new housing association 
tenants will be paying closer to 80%.  



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meeting in room 3 at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

Monday 14th November
Jim Brown, Author of 

‘Gamlingay’ and ‘Villagers’
All welcome

continued from page 19

The big problem is that this may well 
put rents for 3 and 4 bed properties 
above the housing benefit maximum so 
what is officially termed an ‘affordable 
rent’ by the government may in reality 
be an ‘unaffordable rent’.  We are 
very concerned that this will result 
in families not being able to make 
their rent payments and consequently 
becoming homeless.  Please get in touch 
if you have concerns about this. 

Robinson Court Gamlingay
Residents of Robinson Court have 
received notification of the council’s 
intention to redevelop the site in some 
way by 2017. Though we are aware 
that many people have been very 
happy living in these flats they are now 
very old fashioned and are the only 
remaining facility of this type in the 
district.  

We shall be ensuring that any new 
flats/houses are affordable and are for 
Gamlingay residents primarily.  This 
is a great opportunity to get some 
more much needed social housing in 
the village.  Robinson Court is in a 
fantastic location and is a key part of the 
community so we must ensure that what 
we end up with is as good if not better 
in every sense.

Photovoltaics
Good news that South Cambs is finally 
getting on with installing photovoltaic 
panels on the roof of its building in 
Cambourne. This will not only produce 
free electricity during daylight hours 
(when we most need it) but will also 
be producing a fixed rate, index linked 
income from the Feed in Tariffs for the 
next 25 years.

Are You Divorcing or Separating?
Relate is running a free course that will 
give parents and children skills to cope 
with family change.  Visit www.relate.
org.uk/kidsturn  or call 0300 1001234.

Casework
Your Councillors are here to help you. Councillors are here to help you. are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can! 

Gamlingay & District History Society’s 
year began with a talk by Jim Empson 
on September 12th. Jim spoke about 
his personal memories of village 
life from the early 1930’s through to 
1960, as well as the broader influence 
of the Empson family, who arrived 
in Gamlingay in the early twentieth 
century. This was a very well attended 
meeting, which brought to life this 
period of village history. Thank you, 
Jim, for such an entertaining evening. 

Saturday September 17th saw the 
Society put on it’s now traditional 
archive display at the Village Show. 
This created a great deal of interest 
and discussion about times past in 
Gamlingay, and the committee were 
kept busy all day discussing various 
aspects of our village history. Thanks 
again to the hard working members 
of the Village Show committee, for 
organising this excellent day.

By the time you read this we will 
have had our October meeting, which 
featured David Austin on the history 
of submarines, but on November 14th 
we will once again be welcoming Jim 
Brown to address the Society.

Signed copies of Jim’s recently 
published book ‘Villagers’ will be 
available from Jim on the night. 
‘Villagers’ is of course Jim’s second 
book about the history of the village, 
and there is probably no one alive 
who knows more about the history of 
Gamlingay than Jim, so this is a session 
not to be missed. 

This meeting takes place in room 3 at 
the Village College at 07.30 on Monday 
November 14th. You can attend as a 
visitor for £3.00. or better still join the 
Society for the year for only £15.00.

Membership allows free access to all 
meetings. Call Peter Wright on 01767 
652899 for more details. 



Many of you will have noticed 
that the Eco-Hub building 

is progressing well again and we 
thought it was time to let people 
know about our progress, plans and 
aspirations. We are aiming to be open 
to our clients in Early February but 
an actual firm date will be announced 
as soon as we can.

We have had a very encouraging 
level of interest from hirers and we 
are proceeding to formal agreements 
with them. New potential hirers are 
eagerly waiting to see the new premises 
which we are aiming to have ready for 
inspection in November. The centre 
has great flexibility and by careful 
allocation of space combined with good 
management we aim to satisfy the needs 
of many clients simultaneously. The 
space has been designed such that its 
multiple functions can be used without 
encroachment on other hirers activities. 
Activities ranging in scale from a small 
meeting to a full wedding reception.

The Eco-Hub will be a permanent home 
for the Parish Council and the Library; 
we have catering facilities for hirers 
and for general users, changing rooms 
for sports hirers, facilities for music 
and theatre and we look forward to 
welcoming corporate hirers from local 
companies and organisations that need 
short term conference and meeting 
facilities. We have had early interest 
from a range of these so far including 
local government and RSPB.

Andrew Lansley, our local MP and 
Minister for Health has consented to 
open the building and we envisage 
the event being well attended by 
press, television and media in 
general.  Although the centre will re-
open for business in early February 
we are planning the official opening 
for the Spring - which will also be an 
opportunity for a bit of party.

This project has garnered a lot of 
interest from a wide range of interested 
parties because it shows what can 
be done when energetic and forward 
thinking people get together to make 
things happen. They want to know how 
we do it - how does a small village like 
Gamlingay manage to be so go-ahead? 
Whatever it is - we want to keep it up.

We have appointed a professional 
manager for our centre - somebody who 
comes with many years of experience 
in managing and developing a similar 
facility successfully. Andrea Hutchison 
can be contacted on 07980 612077 
and she will be delighted to give more 
information about hiring and the 
facilities. Don’t forget - village groups 
get priority and discounted booking!

Of  course we have a web site. 
Visit http://www.gamlingayceh.co.uk/ to 
see how we are getting on. The site 
is basic at the moment but we will be 
adding to it dramatically over the next 
few months. The charity that will run 
the centre is being managed by a team 
of trustees who work under the guidance 
of the Parish Council and under the 
rules and governance of the Charities 
Commission, Companies House and 
our major funder, the Social Investment 
Business.

The Trustees are; John Mercer - Chair, 
Ian Parker - Treasurer, Bridget Smith, 
Christine Embury - Secretary, George 
Hammett, Gerry Burne and Gareth 
Leech. We are on the lookout for a 
couple more trustees; specifically, 
anybody with experience of fund 
raising, green engineering or is a young 
person that can work with the younger 
people of the community - we would 
like to speak to you.

Now we are underway, we will keep 
a regular feature in the Gazette so that 
you can see progress and join with us in 
feeling proud of what we have achieved.

Gamlingay Community 
Centre News

by John Mercer, Chairman



Gamlingay FSA present

RACE NIGHT
Saturday 19th November 2011 at the First School

Tickets £7 (includes supper) Horses £2
7.30 p.m. for prompt 8.00 p.m. start (Bar available)

If you are looking for a challenge or a fun night out then you can’t miss Race Night

Where can you go that enables you to eat, drink, race, bet and laugh until you cry!

Do you want the chance to race a horse – I mean a mini wooden one attached to string where you wind a 
bobbin that you have to race up a 35ft track?

You can buy the horse and race it yourself or get someone else to ride it for you

If you are coming in a large party please let us know so that we can reserve you a table – we can accommodate groups of up to 8

You can buy a ticket, horse and order your food from:

Dee Kirby – 01767 651801 (or for more information)
Coryn Stanley – 01767 650422

The First School Office, The Cutting Mill and Woodview Farm Shop
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WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Parking may be difficult whilst contractors are on site.

Thursday 10th November,
Wednesday 7th December

Please arrange the walk with a lunchtime venue in mind for those 
who wish to eat and enjoy a chat.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday, 4th November Competition 2. Open Judge Allen Hale

Friday, 11th November “Beside the seaside” by Ann Miles

Friday, 18th November From slide to projected image - AV presentation by Brian Davies

Friday, 25th November Second round - Melbourne trophy v Cambridge. Judge Dave 
Stewart

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 2nd November John Negus ‘Caribbean Calipso’

Wednesday 7th December AGM and Christmas social evening

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 15th November John Bygraves, ‘Flying, my passion’

Tuesday, 6th December Barber shop quartet

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for 
floor work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at The Old Methodist Chapel (next to the First School), 
Green End

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from 9pm, new members welcome



WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website www.
hatley.info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: Tuesday 17th 
January 2012

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the public 
are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now held 
quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, July 
and October. .

The Gazette

Monday, 7th November Copy deadline for December edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 21st November Decorations for Christmas with Anne Clark

History Society

Monday, 14th November An evening with Jim Brown



Many thanks to everyone who helped 
to make The 19th Gamlingay Show so 
successful. Despite the sudden and 
gusty downpour in the morning when 
we had a wet marquee and gazebo 
moment, the good weather returned 
in the afternoon so the crowds were 
able to enjoy the arena events, sample 
the wide variety of refreshments and 
visit all the side shows and stalls 
run by craftsmen and local village 
organisations. The classic cars and 
motor bikes attracted the usual 
attention from devotees and the 
‘tractor boys’, who support us year 
after year, were out in force. 

The small committee spend all year 
planning and organising this annual 
event but the show could not happen 
without the help and support of our 
friends who turn up on Friday evening 
and at unearthly hours on Saturday 
morning to help set up and then stay 
behind afterwards to help to clear 
away. This year, we had fantastic 
support from the Bassingbourn Air 
Cadets who worked hard all morning 
doing so many jobs ranging from 
manning the gate to cutting up bread 
rolls. Then, their award winning 
Drum Corps performed in the arena 
followed by our two dance schools 
and Jezzo, the magician. The cadets 
enjoyed themselves too and were 
appreciative of the courteous way in 
which they were treated. Our Rangers 
and their leaders helped on the gate as 
usual and other volunteers helped in 
so many ways. We would especially 
like to thank again our hero, Paul 
Busby, who brought along his tractor 
and trailer to remove and return all 
the tables and chairs which had to be 
brought out of storage.

The competition entries showed off 
many different talents and earned 
many compliments, especially from 
one judge who thought the entries 
in the handicrafts section were 
superb! We would also like to give 

special thanks to Julia Richardson 
and Gwyn Williams who sat for 
hours, painstakingly writing out 
the certificates. The results of the 
competition classes can be found 
here, (pages 26 and 28). 

We are also very grateful to the 
donors of the fantastic raffle prizes 
and especially to Benita Scott for her 
help.

 Many thanks to:
From Gamlingay: The Cock Inn, The 
Co-op, The Crafty Cupcake, The 
Cutting Mill, Woodview Farm Shop, 
Anna’s Flowers, Gamlingay Players
And from further afield: Curwen’s 
Solicitors,Waresley Park Garden 
Centre, Barretts of St. Neots, 
Morrisons, Tescos, The Salon in 
Biggleswade, Pavers of Royston

The office staff at the First School. 
the Village College and the village 
Pre-schools have been a great help in 
sending out schedules to their pupils. 

We are very grateful to the Londis 
Store for acting as another collection 
point for the competition entries.

Final thanks go to the Village College 
for allowing us to use the school site 
and to Trevor for all the help he gave 
us both before and on the day!

If you would like to join our 
committee, then please contact us at:
gamlingay_show@yahoo.co.uk

See you next year!

GAMLINGAY SHOW 2011 RESULTS 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.
ADULT CLASSES
Section1 - Vegetables
1A 6 Runner Beans S. Richmond P. Pearson P. Hannah
1B 3 Root vegetables with 3” stalks D. Lenton E.Tayler E.Tayler
1C 5 Tomatoes (any type) S. Richmond D. Lenton J. Wright D. Lenton
1D 3 Potatoes D. Lenton D. Lenton S. Richmond
1E Collection of 3 different vegetables – (2) D. Lenton D. Lenton S. Richmond
1F Heaviest onion S. Richmond
1G Longest runner bean M. Giles D. Lenton A. Smith
1H Funniest shaped vegetable D. Lenton D. Lenton
1I Bunch of 3 different culinary herbs M. Halliday A. Hardy M. Halliday J. Wright
Best in Veg section – D. Lenton
Section 2 – Fruit
2A 5 Eating Apples P. Pearson E. Tayler E. Tayler
2B 5 Other Fruit D. Lenton G. Kitchener E. Tayler
Section 3 – Flowers
3A 5 Dahlia blooms D. Lenton D. Lenton P. Hannah
3B A flower arrangement for a table P. Pearson P. Pearson
3C A flower or spray on a single stem D. Lenton D. Lenton S. Richmond

Best in Flower section – D. Lenton
 Section 4 – Pot Plants
4A A flowering or fruiting pot plant D. Lenton A. Williams D. Lenton
4B A foliage pot plant D. Lenton
Section 5 – Art
5A A pencil sketch K. Dempsey C. Brown L. Riley K. Dempsey
5B A painting in any medium J. Bygraves L. Riley K. Spence M. Giles
5C A painting in watercolour J. Daisley J. Bygraves L. Riley J. Bygraves
5D A homemade card V. Miller V. Miller
Section 6 – Crafts
6A A knitted article C. Lake S. Richmond G. Sharpe
6B A piece of cross-stitch S. Richmond R. Day V. Miller L. Bentley
6C A piece of decoupage
6D A piece of hand embroidery S. Richmond
6E A piece of lace M. Halliday K. Palmer
6F A piece of any other craft L. Riley V. Decker A. Moore
Section 7 – Photography
7A Holidays P. Pearson P. Richardson J. Arnold
7B Sunrise or sunset J. Newman P. Richardson A. Smith
7C Weather C. Morgan J. Arnold D. Elcome
7D Children J. Newman D. Kirby D. Elcome
7E Nature J. Newman C. Morgan G. William D. Elcome
7F Humorous A. Inwood J. Hibbett D. Elcome
7G Animals C. Morgan J. Newman M. Sharpe
7H Buildings J. Newman G. Williams A. Moore
7I People J. Richardson J. Newman D. Moore A. Moore
7J  Gamlingay in the snow A. Kirby A. Smith G. Williams
Section 8 - Homemade produce
8A A jar of jam (any fruit) C. Twydell M. Giles G. Kitchener A. Williams
8B A jar of marmalade (fresh fruit) C. Phipps K. Laugharne K. Palmer
8C A jar of chutney M. Sharpe C. Twydell C. Phipps M. Giles
8D A jar of lemon curd G. Sharpe M. Sharpe K. Palmer A. Hannah
8E Fruit cake A. Hannah S. Matthews A. Inwood V. Decker
8F 1 undecorated Victoria sandwich P. Dixon S. Simpson R. Richardson E. Tayler
8 G A chocolate cake H. Cranwell A. Hannah
8H 6 scones (any type) J. Dix A. Hannah J. Daisley L. Riley
8I Plate apple pie with homemade pastry H. Loudon G. Sharpe D. Inwood J. Dix
8J A carrot cake M. Halliday S. Simpson A. Hannah

Gamlingay Show results for 
2011

by Jan Cooper
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CHILDREN’S CLASSES 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.
Section 9 – Under 3’s

9A A decorated paper plate F. Shalon

9B A painting T. Hardy J. Wager F. Shalon

9C 6 decorated biscuits M. Barton F. Shalon

Section 10 – Pre-school & Reception

10A A decorated paper plate P. Hannah Z. Wright A. Pilkington A. Wager
10B A painting Z. Wright P. Hannah Z. Shalon A. Pilkington
10C A junk model Z. Wright A. Pilkington Z. Shalon P. Hannah

10D 6 decorated biscuits T. Barton Z. Shalon P. Hannah

Section 11 – Year 1 & Year 2

11A A decorated pebble N. Higgins G. Hannah H. Bailey A. Wright
11B A coloured drawing or painting L. Genty T. Pilkington A. Wright L. Calvert

11C        A decorated cake -cake homemade/bought T. Pilkington B. Parker M. Pateman

11D A garden in a seed tray (approx 35X25cm) T. Pilkington B. Parker M. Pateman

11E A Lego model A. Wright E. Kirby G. Hannah

Section 12 – Year 3 & Year 4

12A A homemade greeting card L. Higgins J. Guest M. Parker

12B A flower arrangement in unusual container J. Guest M. Parker J. Guest

12C A Lego model H. Demson J. Guest M. Parker M. Wadeson

12D A garden in a seed tray (approx 35X25cm) M. Parker

12E A piece of craft work S. Kerr M. Parker S. Kerr S. Kerr

Section 13 – Year 5 to Year 8

13A A room design for a teenager O. Calvert

13B A coloured drawing or painting C. Fowden L. Spence R. Howe J. Coan

13C A homemade fashion accessory I. Pilkington I. Pilkington

13D An original poem L. Richardson C. Fowden L. Spence A. Twydell

13E A piece of craft work L. Simon E. Kerr S. Simon E. Kerr/ Isaac 
Pilkington

Section 14 – Children’s Cookery (Any age)

14A 1 Victoria sandwich K. Davis M. Parker

14B 6 decorated cupcakes S. Little C. Dix M. Pateman

14C 6 chocolate brownies I. Pilkington M. Edwards K. Little A. Wright

14D 6 scones of your choice G. Hannah M. Parker M. Pateman

Section 15 – Children’s Photography (Any age)

15A Humorous J. Guest J. Hibbett A. Fisher

15B Snow E. Kirby J. Robinson J. Robinson

15D Pets E. Kirby R. Howe J. Robinson

15E Holidays G. Hannah M. Parker M. Parker

Adult Winner: Mr. D. Lenton

Children’s Winner: Maddy Parker
Children’s Runner-up: Jessica Guest
Many thanks to everyone who entered and congratulations to those whose entries were placed!



Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Gamlingay Parish Council meetings in September

•	 Community buildings
G & S Hutchinson’s of Potton are the new contractors for the Eco Hub.  The overall contract sum is unchanged  
ie. £ 1 161 113. The parish council has sufficient remaining project funds to complete the Eco Hub and had 
contingency  which covered  the costs incurred due to the original contractor, Deejak, going into administration.  
The council remains hopeful that some of these costs can be recouped from the administrators.
The revised completion date is February 2012, with an official opening scheduled for spring 2012. The parish 
council is very pleased that a local firm has been able to take over the project and things are progressing 
well.  Members of the Greensand Ridge Local Action Group, who have given £204 500 to the project visited in 
August to view progress and were very impressed with the build so far.
Project updates can be found at  www.blog.gamlingay-ecohub.info
The application for feed in tariffs has been registered – this will generate   £4 560 index linked income per 
annum for the Hub for 25 years. 
The architect for the Eco Hub project, Dan Jones of Civic Architects, along with the Project Facilitator, Bridget 
Smith,  have been invited to present to the Eco Build 2012 conference to be held at Excel in London.

The WI hall has new radiators to replace the old gas heaters.  The Parish council hopes that the cost of this 
installation will be offset by a substantial reduction in energy costs. 

•	 Old Methodist Chapel – a large ash tree had to be felled in the garden over the summer holidays.

•	 Highways – Councillor Doreen Gurney appealed to the parish council to support a campaign to get the 
remaining stretch of the A428 dualled to the Black Cat roundabout on the A1.

•	 The football pitches have been treated with weed killer in the first stage of the process to improve them.  Re - 
seeding will take place shortly. 

•	 Housing developments
The parish council is to receive presentations at its October meeting from  developers looking to build 
affordable housing on the “Lupin Field” at the entrance to Greenacres estate and from RPS who are the 
developers responsible for the Wales site.

•	 St Mary’s Church- Tenders for the work to the wall and paths are due to be returned in October.  The council will 
then prioritise the work to fit available budget. 

•	 Gamlingay Village College The MUGA has now been installed.  A meeting is being sought to discuss how the 
planned contribution from the parish council can best be used to facilitate community use of the facility.

•	 The parish council welcomed new councilor Cindy Moreau to the council and bid farewell and many thanks for 
his valued input to Nick Howard, who has left Gamlingay to run a delicatessen in Blakeney, North Norfolk.

by clerks Leanne Bacon and 
Kirstin Rayner



HOUSE-MINDING FOR OUR NEXT-DOOR NEIGHBOURS
We were warned of the lemon trees’ problems,
Their leaves were too yellow, and dropping.
So we looked in our books for some answers
And hoped the decline to be stopping.
Some plant food we gave them, in water:
(It sorts our tomatoes all right).
It was then that we noticed the webbing -
All dotted with red spider mite!
Luckily, from our own ‘arsenal’
We dug out some bug-killing stuff,
Then carefully aiming where needed,
Gave all of the darlings a puff.

But, just as we thought things were sorted,
We looked in the fish tank and saw
That the five little fishes which swam there
Had, overnight, turned into four.
The garden had no need for watering,
(The weather, for August, quite wet),
So, apart from putting the bins out,
All our duties, it seemed, had been met.
Occasional post needed sorting,
(Some letters delivered in error),
Yet all else was going quite smoothly,
With nothing to cause any terror.

Then, a knock at our door, from a neighbour,
Caused us to hasten, in fright.
Apparently, bells had been ringing -
The alarm had been going - all night!
A couple of frantic calls later,
Plus texting to far off Hong Kong,
Brought information much needed ....
It was then that we noticed the pong.
Both freezer and ‘fridge had defrosted,
(A dilemma not suited to wimps),
There were raspberries, veges and quiches,
Soaked in the ‘juice’ from the shrimps.

Sadly, all the food softened, and
Well passed it’s “eat me now” prime,
But the lessons we’ve learned, when house-minding,
Will stand us in good stead - next time!

Gill Spaul
September 2011



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,

Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 07855 370356
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Chair:

M Astor
Clerk: Leanne Bacon 650 379
parish-clerk@hatley.info

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 0450 500

Gamlingay Residents Ass Bridget Mappley 650584

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt Chair) 07510 278 330
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183

Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 

618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: karen.

crutchington@sky.com
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Gransden 
Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts Thursday Brandon Booth  07812 049139
b.c.booth@talk21.com

Pathfinder Scouts Friday Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 

866
(all meet at Scout Hut)

Mini Club Carol Wright or 
Chris Robins

651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, Minister, James Gilbert 651 519
St Mary The Virgin, Rector: Steven Rothwell 650 568
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Howard



The Police
Non-emergency number:

0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30
At the Almshouse Chapel


